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Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg, and Yarborough and amended by the Recreation, Community Development, Public Health and Safety Committee and amended on the Floor of Council: 

ORDINANCE 2014-303-E
AN ORDINANCE NAMING THE NEW STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE located AT 311 WEST MONROE STREET, Jacksonville, Florida 32202 (Formerly known as the “old federal courthouse”), AS THE “Ed AUSTIN STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, as the last of the Better Jacksonville Plan vertical construction projects, the conversion of the historic former federal courthouse/post office building at 311 West Monroe Street in downtown Jacksonville into the new offices for the State Attorney of Florida’s Fourth Judicial Circuit is underway and due to be completed before the end of 2014; and


WHEREAS, T. Edward Austin was born in Shenandoah, Virginia, earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Duke University where he was an outstanding scholar-athlete, served as an Army paratrooper in the 1950s, and then earned his law degree at the University of Florida; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Austin practiced law in a number of capacities in Jacksonville during the 1960s, first as an assistant county solicitor, then as the 4th Judicial Circuit’s first Public Defender when that position was first created, was elected as State Attorney for a partial term before resigning to be appointed as the City’s third General Counsel by Mayor Hans Tanzler, then was appointed and later won re-election to five more terms as State Attorney, ultimately serving a total of 22 years in that position; and 


WHEREAS, after his decades of service as State Attorney, Ed Austin was elected to a very successful term as Mayor of Jacksonville, then spent the remainder of his life serving his community in many and varied capacities, including serving terms on the Jacksonville Port Authority, the Jacksonville Aviation Authority, the Jacksonville Journey Steering Committee, the Jacksonville Children’s Commission Review Committee, and the Charter Revision Commission, among many others; and


WHEREAS, it is fitting and appropriate that the new State Attorney’s office building in Jacksonville be named to commemorate a true legend in the city’s legal and civic history, and to recognize and honor a paragon of virtue, integrity and selfless service; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Naming the State Attorney’s Office. The City of Jacksonville hereby names the new Fourth Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office located at 311 West Monroe Street, Jacksonville, Florida 32202 (formerly known as the “Old Federal Courthouse”), as the “Ed Austin State Attorney’s Office” in recognition of former State Attorney and former Mayor Ed Austin’s outstanding career of public service to the citizens of Jacksonville.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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